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distance between two viable EBs and one nonviable EB. No
significant difference was observed between the control group and
the E3 group (Figure [8](#fba21088-fig-0008){ref-type="fig"}A, B).
However, the number of EBs in the E1 group was greatly decreased
compared to the control and E3 group (Figure [8](#fba21088-
fig-0008){ref-type="fig"}A, B). The number of EBs in the E2 group
was decreased slightly compared to the E1 group. A similar
tendency was also observed in the number of EBs in the E3 group
(Figure [8](#fba21088-fig-0008){ref-type="fig"}A, B). 4.
DISCUSSION {#fba21088-sec-0012} ============= In the
present study, we successfully established a condition for
differentiation of human iPS cells into early stage RPE cells, using
our novel culture condition with RPE‐conditioned medium. We used
three small molecules as pluripotency‐induction agents for
optimizing this culture condition. We found that the reprogramming
efficiency and probability of differentiation into early RPE cells
increased gradually with the increase in the concentration of each
small molecule (5‐aza, SB431542, and SU5402), although a certain
concentration in 79a2804d6b
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